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Thanks to Everyone For Another
Great Roadeo!
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Congratulations
to everyone who
participated in
this year’'s MPTA
Bus Roadeo! It
was a great day to
be out watching
operators compete
- showing off their
impressive driving
skills.

Many thanks to all
the folks on the Roadeo Planning Committee
who devoted a lot of hours to ensuring a great
experience for everyone.

MPTA has been working closely with staff at
OTAT to focus on a communications campaign
that will provide transit systems with tools and
messages to effectively publicize the value of
transit and build support for transit funding. Stay
tuned for more information and join us at the
transit conference where effective storytelling
and communication will be a big theme.

This year’s Annual Minnesota Public Transit
Conference will be held in St. Cloud October
19-21. Our planning committee is working to
develop a program you won’t want to miss with
important updates and tools that you can use in
your system to improve service. There will also
be plenty of time for enjoying time with friends
and colleagues as manage uncertain times and
prepare for the future. Thanks to St. Cloud Metro
Bus for hosting us again!

The transit conference will once again include
the MPTA Annual Meeting and Awards
Ceremony. The meeting provides you will the
chance to learn more about the work MPTA is
doing on your behalf and to provide input
regarding future efforts you would like to see.
Please be sure to join us!

You can nominate a colleague for a MPTA
Transit Professional Award: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/56XQRL2

The MPTA Transit Awards give us a chance to
recognize transit professionals who are
committed to transit service and who have
excelled. Categories include: Transit
Professional of the Year, Distinguished Career,
Transit System of the Year, Management
Innovation and Bus Operator of the Year.

MPTA board members will also be participating
in the Washington, D.C. Fly-In September 22-
24, 2026. With the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (IIJA) set to expire at the end of
September, this is an important year for
connecting with members of Congress and
letting them know our priorities for federal transit
funding and policy.

We would love to hear from you. Send us
information on what’s happening at your system
and we’ll share it with colleagues.

2026 is also an major election year. Many
lawmakers at both the state and federal levels
are leaving to either seek other offices or move
on in their lives. MPTA will be working to
educate candidates and new legislators about
the valuable work we all do to support
Minnesotans and their need for mobility in order
to maintain productive, independent lives.

With changes coming in funding and policy,
MPTA is staying on top of the issues and will be
providing the information you need. Your
membership in MPTA and support for your
colleagues is critical. Please renew your
membership for 2026 if you haven’t done so.

Thank you for your partnership!

Sincerely,

Brandon Nurmi
MPTA President



Minnesota Legislative Update

The 2026 Legislative Session ended with no
omnibus transportation funding or policy bill.

The House and Senate Transportation

Committees heard numerous bills with some

impacting transit in the Twin Cities Metropolitan

Area. The most notable bills would consolidate

transit service in the seven-county metro area under Metro Transit.

This highly debated bill would make the Metropolitan Council the exclusive operator of transit
services starting July 1, 2027. It would effectively strip independent "opt-out" suburban transit
providers (such as SouthWest Transit, Minnesota Valley Transit Authority, Maple Grove Transit,
and Plymouth MetroLink) of their operating authority.

Another bill authored by Representative Katie Jones, HF 4449 leaves suburban opt-out
providers intact but shifts funding authority. It requires the Metropolitan Council to formalize a
corridor-mapping schedule by 2027. Crucially, it financially penalizes local road authorities if
they push forward with major roadway projects that conflict with or fail to accommodate regional
transit development plans.

The legislature did pass a capital bonding bill totaling $1.2 billion, but the legislation did not
include any funding for transit projects or programs.

Looking ahead to the 2027 Legislative Session, the state will have a new governor and many
new legislators who will need to pass a two-year state budget. The current state budget forecast
projects a small deficit for the FY28-29 biennium. We will get a better picture of the state’s
finances with the November forecast.

MPTA will be working to advocate for additional funding for all transit systems. The cut of $22
million in general fund dollars to Greater Minnesota transit passed in 2025 should be restored
and opportunities to direct additional state resources to support growing transit needs will be
discussed with legislators and the new administration.

If you have any issues, policy items or funding needs you would like to discuss, please reach
out to Sherry Munyon, our MPTA lobbyist: smunyon@capitolaccess.us

Be sure to join us at the MPTA Annual Meeting October 19th for more updates and
information on legislative issues. Sign Up today: https://www.mpta-transit.orqg/
event/2026-minnesota-public-transit-conference



https://www.mpta-transit.org/event/2026-minnesota-public-transit-conference
https://www.mpta-transit.org/event/2026-minnesota-public-transit-conference

Federal Update

IIJA Reauthorization

In May, the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee passed a new 5-
year surface transportation authorization act
entitled the BUILD America 250 Act.

The BUILD America 250 Act, is a good first step,
but Congress needs to increase the bill's public
transit and passenger rail investment levels
(including guaranteed funding) prior to
consideration by the House of Representatives.

Overall, the bill Act authorizes $103.3 billion
(including $87.6 billion of guaranteed
funding) for public transit over five years (FY
2027 — FY 2031).

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IlJA) authorization baseline is $119.9 billion (including
$101.6 billion of guaranteed funding) for public transit. The BUILD America 250 Act cuts public transit
investment by $16.5 billion (including $14.0 billion of guaranteed funding) (-14%) over five years
compared to the IIJA authorization baseline.

For transit formula funds:

e Section 5307 urban transit baseline authorization ($7.0 billion in FY 2026) jumps about 10 percent to
$7.7 billion in 2027, then 1.5 to 2.0 percent annually thereafter

e Section 5310 elderly/disabled mobility ($407.0 million in 2026) also jumps about 10 percent to
$447.3 million in 2027, then 1 to 2 percent annually thereafter

e Section 5311 rural transit baseline authorization ($959.6 million in 2026) jumps about 5 percent to
$1.0 billion in 2027, then 1.5 to 2.0 percent annually thereafter

e Section 5340 growing/high-density states authorizations, which are an important supplement to

most urban and a few rural apportionments, jump about 7.5 percent to $873.0 million in 2027, then just
over 1 percent annually thereafter.

Bus sales: The bill allows grantees to retain the full proceeds when selling assets for which there’s no
remaining federal interest, as long as they can certify to the Secretary that such amounts will be used in
a capital project under Sections 5307, 5308, 5310, or 5311.

Oversight and Reviews: The bill calls for streamlined FTA triennial reviews, providing for waivers from
scheduled triennials among Sec 5307 recipients with favorable reviews.

Spare Ratios: The bill prohibits FTA from issuing any sort of mandate or guidance concerning spare bus
ratios in transit fleets.

Small Transit Intensive Cities (STIC): The bill increases the set-aside in Section 5307 for STIC to 5
percent, starting in FY 2027.

The bill authorizes a 50 percent jump in overall funding for buses and bus facilities from FY 2026 to FY
2027.



US Senate Passed CR to Fund Government to December 11th

With the federal fiscal year coming to an end September 30th, both the House and Senate have passed
Continuing Resolutions to keep the government from shutting down until sometime in December.

The Senate CR extends Highway Trust Fund contract authority programs and programs funded by
regular appropriations at FY 2026 levels. The bill, however, does not continue advance appropriations,
which currently provide $4.25 billion annually for public transit and $13.2 billion annually for passenger
rail programs.

In the Senate CR, the Surface Transportation Extension Act extends the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act or IlJA’s surface transportation authorities, eligibilities, and requirements through December 11,
providing pro-rated contract authority for highway and transit programs while the House passed CR
maintains current funding thru December 4th and does not extend the IIJA.

Section 149 of the CR extends the disbursement authority of certain CIG projects that face impending
lapses. APTA advocated for this provision, which was also included in the White House Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) list of “anomalies” for the CR.

Section 157 of the CR prohibits OMB from implementing its proposed rule “Regulation of Federal
Financial Assistance”, through December 11, 2026. The OMB’s proposed rule would amend procedures
for Federal grant management under 2 CFR 200 and other parts of 2 CFR. View APTA’s letter to OMB
highlighting its serious concerns with OMB’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Federal Financial
Assistance, and urging withdrawal.

The House is expected to act on the Senate CR when it returns late August to avoid a full Federal
Government shutdown and expiration of the [IJA on September 30, 2026.

In June the House passed its version of the FY27 full year appropriations bill for Transportation and
Housing and Urban Development (THUD) while the Senate has not yet provided its version of the bill.
The House bill allocates $16.5 billion for total public transit funding, cutting $4.6 billion (22%) compared
to FY2026.

Washington D.C. Fly-In
September 22-24, 2026

MPTA board members will
be attending the Fly-In to
Washington, D.C. to
advocate for federal transit
funding and important
policy changes as
Congress works to pass
both the federal budge for
FY27 and a new 5-year
surface transportation
authorization act to replace the IlJA. This is a critical time for federal transit
funding with Congress making decisions that could impact transit systems for
years to come.


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.appropriations.senate.gov%2Fimo%2Fmedia%2Fdoc%2Fdivision_a_continuing_appropriations_act_2027_appropriations_committee.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cskilcarr%40aashto.org%7Cf2295afa6c934c9150de08def3e
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/APTA_COMMENT_OMB_NPRM_2_CFR_200-07-13-2026.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/APTA_COMMENT_OMB_NPRM_2_CFR_200-07-13-2026.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/APTA_COMMENT_OMB_NPRM_2_CFR_200-07-13-2026.pdf

Congratulations to All the Winners!

Kim Alvarado with MATBUS - Drivers Choice Award; Lee Portwood Metro Transit -
Large Bus 3" place; Chris Daniels Sr, Rochester Transit - Large Bus 2" Place; Hugh
Killam Three Rivers Community Action - Rookie of the year and 2" Place Small Bus;
Josh Pagel, Three Rivers Community Action - 1st Place Maintenance Competition;
David Peacock St. Cloud Metro Bus - 1% Place Small Bus; Aaron Fuentes Prairie
Five Rides - 3" Place Small Bus.

Nibardo Ramos, MVTA - 1st Place Large bus

Mark Your Calendars for 2027 -
July 16-17 in St. Cloud!



Thank You to SouthWest Transit and all the
operators, judges and volunteers who made
the Roadeo such a great event!




Welcome new OTAT staff!

Paul Schroeder has joined the Office of Transit and Active Transportation as the new Transit
Planning and Programming Supervisor, taking over for Noel Shughart after his retirement. With
this role, Paul will be combining the Transit Planning and Programming units into one, as well
as adding our transit facilities staff. He will be overseeing the completion of the Greater
Minnesota Transit Plan, subsequent regional transit planning and investment efforts, facilities
planning and investment, transit data analysis/administration, as well as transit grant
solicitation processes and overall programming of investments.

A bit more about Paul:

Paul Schroeder has spent over a decade and a half building complex transportation programs
for the benefit of diverse communities, working across public, nonprofit, utility, and community
stakeholders. As the President and CEO of HOURCAR, Paul took initiative to assemble the
public-private partnership between HOURCAR, the cities of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, and
Xcel Energy that launched Evie Carshare, an all-electric shared mobility service fueled by
100% renewable energy, with a sharp focus on service to disadvantaged communities. Prior to
HOURCAR, Paul was the Executive Director of New City Initiative in Portland, Oregon, a
nonprofit organization supporting people transitioning out of homelessness and incarceration
with housing, transportation, and employment services.

Lia Siro has joined the OTAT team as the new Rural Transit Service Planner. We strongly
believe that Lia will be a great addition to the Transit Operations Unit and help shape the transit
service planning program in our unit. Ben will continue to lead our transit service planning
program as the lead worker and with Lia as the new rural transit service planner, we have a full
team!

We are genuinely excited about this next phase of our unit and the overall direction of our
office; to advance public transit for Greater Minnesota by providing our partners and
communities with leadership and resources that support access to high-quality transit options
enabling people to live independently, connected, healthier, and more sustainably.

Lia is originally from Kansas City, Missouri. Lia graduated from the University of Minnesota in
2023 with an Urban Studies and Geography degree. For the past three years, Lia has worked
at SRF Consulting as a Transportation Planner, where they have supported a variety of
projects, including Long Range Transportation Plans, Safe Routes to School, Local Road
Research Board, Cost Participation Policy, and State Aid. Lia looks forward to supporting
statewide goals for a safer, more equitable, and accessible transportation network for all
Minnesotans.

Please join us in welcoming Paul and Lia to the Minnesota transit community.

Join us September 10th for the Third Quarter 2026 Greater Minnesota Transit Advisory
Committee Meeting at the MnDOT Training Center in Shoreview.



Let's Recognize Professionals in Transit who are making a difference!

Nominate a colleague for the MPTA 2026 Public Transit Awards
Deadline: September 18th

Submit Your Nominations Today!

Registration is Now Open for the 2026 Minnesota Public Transit Conference
REGISTER TODAY!

We have an exciting conference planned in St. Cloud from October 19 to 21.

Important Updates:

e« FTA Updates

o Federal Transit Funding

« MnDOT and Met Council Latest News

Huge Vendor Expo!
Receptions
Tour of New Flyer Facility
Fun Networking Opportunities

Don't Miss This Year's Big Conference!



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/56XQRL2
https://www.mpta-transit.org/event/2026-minnesota-public-transit-conference
https://www.mpta-transit.org/event/2026-minnesota-public-transit-conference

White Earth Public Transit opened a new Transit facility in July, 2026 along with launching new
dispatch software technology.

The White Earth Nation's new 18,000-square-foot transit hub is scheduled to open in July 2026 as the
largest tribal transit facility in Minnesota.

Facility Details:
Size: 18,000 square feet.

Features: Indoor transfer and passenger waiting areas, administrative offices, a dispatch center,
mechanic bays, and a bus wash bay.

Significance: Improves safe and reliable transportation across the 1,300-square-mile reservation,
helping reduce reliance on hitchhiking in rural areas.

Services: You can learn more about ongoing transportation updates on the White Earth Nation Transit
Page.



https://www.whiteearth.com/divisions/public-works/transit
https://www.whiteearth.com/divisions/public-works/transit

Arrowhead Transit is spending this summer doing something a little different. Instead of
promoting routes in the abstract, we partnered with Northern Lakes Arts Association to
help move people to the shows — Oklahoma! and Jesus Christ Superstar — at the
Vermilion Fine Arts Theater in Ely as part of NLAA's 40th anniversary season.

The campaign puts Arrowhead Transit inside something people already care about. Early
response has been positive, and that tracks with what we've seen before. When we ran a
hockey hair-themed campaign around youth ridership, summer youth rides climbed 30
percent. Connect transit to something the community is already excited about and
ridership follows.

The Ely partnership is built on the same idea. Routes to Ely run Mondays and Tuesdays,
fares start at $5, and Dial-A-Ride covers city limits for $2 a ride. The infrastructure was
already there. The campaign just gave people a reason to use it.

We expect to have ridership data to share after the July run of Jesus Christ Superstar
wraps. Full route info is at arrowheadtransit.com/ely-mn.

LINK To Commercial: https://youtu.be/Ecl1xNZ oGE?si=6ZQUkelgrE16yIAV



https://youtu.be/Ecl1xNZ_oGE?si=6ZQUkelqrE16ylAV

The demand for public transit is on the rise in Duluth which is why the DTA says they're
bringing back some routes and expanding some services.

Starting on August 30th, the Duluth Transit Authority will be bringing back route 103 on Grand
Avenue in Lincoln Park, as well as the Blue Line, a route that runs through UMD.

Meanwhile, Superior will also be adding a bus route called 201, that goes through Tower and
Belknap Avenue.

And, as summer winds down, Duluth middle schoolers in the ISD 709 program will be able to
use their school IDs to catch a ride with the DTA.

"It's great seeing the middle school students and the high schoolers ride. And if students find
out at a younger age how easy and convenient it can be to take the bus, that often carries with
them into adulthood," said Chris Belden, CEO of Duluth Transit Authority.

The DTA says right now, they're seeing between 200,000 riders per month, and they need
more drivers to keep up.

To find out more information, you can visit their website to learn more.



https://www.duluthtransit.com/home/contact/careers/

Star Tribune
Tim Harlow

@ Metro Transit

Metro Transit is getting started on extending the Gold Line to
downtown Minneapolis.

Last week, the agency broke ground for a new enhanced station at 1-94 and Snelling
Avenue, the first tangible sign that construction is underway.

The Gold Line, a bus rapid transit line running from Woodbury to Union Depot in downtown
St. Paul and primarily in bus-only lanes, will replace existing Route 94. The new station will
provide connections to the Metro A Line, Metro Green Line and neighborhood destinations,
including nearby Allianz Field, said Metro Transit spokesman Drew Kerr.

The new station will include ticket machines, real-time signs, and heated and lit shelters as
well as safety enhancements of cameras and emergency telephones.

At the time, Metro Transit announced plans to extend the line, giving passengers a one-
seat ride across the Twin Cities. When the extension opens in 2027, the Gold Line will
provide frequent all-day service seven days a week, Kerr said.

The Gold Line will travel on shoulders along 1-94 between the two cities. In Minneapolis,
buses will serve existing stations on 7th and 8th streets, and bring customers as far as the
Green Line extension’s Royalston Avenue/Farmers Market Station.




SouthWest Transit has announced the winners of its 2026 Community Design Contest, which
asked area young people ages 11 to 18 to submit designs celebrating the Minnesota State Fair
and Minnesota Renaissance Festival. McKinley Ulfers, age 15, and Maya Chang, age 12, both
of Eden Prairie, were the winners.

Ulfers’

design,

entitled

“From

Sunrise to

Sunset,”

celebrates

a full day

at the

Minnesota State Fair. It celebrates her family’s annual tradition of spending the entire day at the
fair, from the first ride in the morning to the last parade at sunset.

The design features Minnesota State Fair attractions including the Giant Slide, Ferris wheel,
Skyride, parade and fair food.

Chang’s design, “Renaissance and State Fair Bus,” features one side celebrating the
Renaissance Festival and the other the Minnesota State Fair.



https://eplocalnews.org/2026/05/14/southwest-transit-invites-area-youth-to-design-summer-event-bus-wraps/

Federal Transit

u Administration

FTA Announces $610 Million Notice of Funding Opportunity to
Modernize U.S. Bus Infrastructure

FTA announced the opportunity to apply for $610 million in competitive grant funding to support
state and local efforts to buy buses; build bus facilities; and support workforce development
through the FY 2026 Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities Infrastructure Programs.

This Notice of Funding Opportunity provides funding through these programs:

FTA's Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities Program supports transit agencies in buying and

rehabilitating buses and vans and building bus-related facilities. FTA's Low or No Emission

Program makes funding available to help transit agencies buy or lease U.S.-built low- or no-
emission vehicles, including related equipment or facilities.

Instructions for applying can be found on FTA’s Website. Complete proposals must
be submitted electronically through the Grants.gov “Apply” function by September 21, 2026.

Waiver of Buy America requirements for certain minibuses: revised
proposal and request for supplemental comments

On December 20, 2024, the Federal Transit Administration published a notice and request for
comments on a proposed temporary Buy America waiver for certain battery-electric
minibuses. On August 18, FTA published a supplemental request for comment related to that
proposal.

FTA is seeking additional comments on whether FTA should revise its December 2024 proposal
to eliminate the requirement that the covered minibuses must be electric. As now proposed,
FTA’s waiver would allow otherwise qualifying vehicles of all propulsion types.

FTA is seeking comments for 15 days. Comments must be received by September 2, 2026, to
be considered.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.transit.dot.gov%2Fnotices-funding%2Ffy-2026-notice-funding-opportunity-grants-buses-and-bus-facilities-infrastructure/1/0101019fa4083b96-7aafad73-a2f3-433b-98e8-3506f10b54e9-000000/R4vfQZ2KRca7Z88RjDEzu2tEZD
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.transit.dot.gov%2Fbus-program/1/0101019fa4083b96-7aafad73-a2f3-433b-98e8-3506f10b54e9-000000/lbw8j8sLMD70UWedpkgKd7gtb5bVSjSeeEzrpOCJpEA=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.transit.dot.gov%2Flowno/1/0101019fa4083b96-7aafad73-a2f3-433b-98e8-3506f10b54e9-000000/C00Odgb6wwZNcRuCCscD-OU89H_pQiBW77uupSkToFo=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.transit.dot.gov%2Flowno/1/0101019fa4083b96-7aafad73-a2f3-433b-98e8-3506f10b54e9-000000/C00Odgb6wwZNcRuCCscD-OU89H_pQiBW77uupSkToFo=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2024%2F12%2F20%2F2024-30448%2Fnotice-of-proposed-buy-america-waiver-for-battery-electric-minibuses-and-request-for-comment/1/010101a01bbc7083-5d3770f4-8ab7-4e31-97b0-4b11977
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2024%2F12%2F20%2F2024-30448%2Fnotice-of-proposed-buy-america-waiver-for-battery-electric-minibuses-and-request-for-comment/1/010101a01bbc7083-5d3770f4-8ab7-4e31-97b0-4b11977
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2F08%2F18%2F2026-16812%2Fsupplemental-notice-of-partial-buy-america-waiver-for-minibuses/1/010101a01bbc7083-5d3770f4-8ab7-4e31-97b0-4b119777d31f-000000/VWXATe3-b-ois0k7
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Upcoming Events: pjmcee:

— — — g

CONVENTION CENTER

Minnesota Public
Transit Conference

October 19-21
St. Cloud, MN

Minnesota Public Transit Conference 2026

Building Partnerships — Delivering Solutions

October 19-21, 2026

St. Cloud - River’s Edge Convention Center

Contact Us:
Have a story for us? Stay up to date with MPTA.

Reach out to us here: Follow our social media

Margaret@transportationalliance.com

651-659-0804 @MNPublicTransit





