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Impacts of our work



What is NEPA?
– The National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) is a U.S. law signed on January 
1, 1970 by President Richard Nixon

– NEPA ensures that federal agency 
decisions are environmentally sound

– Emphasizes public involvement in 
government actions affecting the 
environment.





NEPA’s Umbrella
– Includes numerous:

laws, 
rules, 
regulations, and 
guidance 

– State and local laws are coordinated with NEPA



FTA Role
– Lead agency for projects seeking federal 

funding
– Guides project through NEPA process
– FTA approval required for all NEPA documents

Transit Agency Role
– Joint lead agency
– Prepares NEPA document 

for FTA review and comment
– Implements projects



Where do you start?

• Develop a one page concise project description for FTA, 
we will determine class of action

• Highlight key issues and be detailed

• Note environmental benefits

• Use plain language, avoid jargon and acronyms

• Illustrate with maps, graphics and tables

• Include a project schedule



Classes of Action

– Categorical Exclusion (CE)
– Environmental Assessment (EA)
– Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

3% EIS

7% EA

90% CE

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/55/Minneapolis_Target_Field_Northstar_platform.jpg�


• Categorical Exclusions (CEs) 
– Actions with no individual or cumulative significant 

impact on the environment

Significant 
impact to trees



Environmental Assessment (EA) 

Proposed 
Action

Not on CE-list &
Potential Significant Impacts

POTENTIAL 
Significant Effects: 
•Conduct EIS

NO Significant Effects:
•FONSI
•Implementation
•Monitoring

Environmental 
Assessment



Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Proposed 
Action

Significant 
Impact: Initiate 

EIS

Notice of 
Intent

Scoping Environmental
Analysis

Draft
EIS

Final 
EIS

•Record of Decision 
(ROD)
•Implementation
•Monitoring

Public 
Comment



Quality NEPA Documents

– Start with clear project definition and purpose
– Know your audience and tell a story
– Highlight key issues and be concise
– Use plain language, avoid jargon and acronyms
– Illustrate with graphics and tables



Streamlining

• Reduce costs and/or time needed 
to complete NEPA process

• Ensure environmental protection
• Incorporate previous documents
• Websites are useful
• Go GREEN ! 



Como-Harriet Streetcar



Franklin Bridge



Milwaukee Road Depot



Cultural Resources: National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
Section 106 Process

– Area of potential effect (APE) is identified 
(with SHPO concurrence).
– List of buildings and other potentially historic resources 
in the area of potential effect is compiled and eligibility for 

the National Register of Historic Places is determined.
– FTA makes final determination of effects (with SHPO 

concurrence).
– If adverse effects on are identified, these are resolved 

through resource avoidance, effects minimization, or 
mitigation.



SHPO Regional Procedures

• FTA sends initiation letter to SHPO
• Grantee acknowledges SHPO 

process and sends in required 
documents

• After SHPO sends determination or 
notification

• FTA sends no final letter



Where to find help

• Regional EPS/Planners
• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/in

epa/id363736506?mt=8
• NTI
• Advisory Council Historic 

Preservation
• CEQ Website

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inepa/id363736506?mt=8�
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inepa/id363736506?mt=8�


Thanks for Joining Us


	Slide Number 1
	Impacts of our work
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Where do you start?
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Streamlining
	Como-Harriet Streetcar
	Franklin Bridge
	Milwaukee Road Depot
	Slide Number 17
	SHPO Regional Procedures
	Where to find help
	Thanks for Joining Us

